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There are several ways to contact Julia:
Regular ward surgeries as follows (no appointment needed, just turn up):
Tuesday 8th Dec, 12th Jan, 9th Feb 6.00pm - 7.00pm at Elm Tree Community Centre.
Thursday 10th Dec, 14 Jan, 11th Feb 6.00pm - 7.00pm at The Mitre Public House
OR email: julia.cherrett@stockton.gov.uk
OR phone 01642 785473
You can also keep in touch in between our regular Focus newsletters by signing up to our “e-news”
which is sent to your e-mail address keeping you up to date with  roadworks and other items of interest.
They are sent “blind” so that no-one else can see your e-mail address and don’t have attachments to fill
up your inbox. If you’re not already signed up then send an e-mail to betwardnews@gmail.com
including your name and address so that we can make sure you get the most relevant updates. You can
unsubscribe at any time.
You can also follow us on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/BETwardnews

WORKING WITH YOU, WORKING FOR YOU! FOCUS - THE ORIGINAL AND BEST.  NOW IN ITS 34TH YEAR

Call for Action on Parking
As previously reported, Julia has asked for a council scrutiny review of parking,

particularly around schools.
The review was due to start in January,
then was brought forward to early
November and then delayed again by
the Labour controlled council until late
November.
Julia has now submitted a “Councillor
Call For Action” asking for particular
attention to be given to the problems
associated with Whitehouse Primary

School and the Barlborough Avenue entrance. These problems
have been made worse by two factors:
� The re-location of staff and students from the former

Education Centre at Junction Road to the site of the 6th Form
College
� Our Lady & St Bede Secondary School no longer allow parents to drive onto the school premises at start and end

of the school day.
Julia says “It’s no good just moving this problem elsewhere.
Parents and children need to be encouraged to park up and walk
from nearby car parking areas where residents will not have
their drives blocked, be woken at early hours by traffic noises or
be abused by inconsiderate drivers.  And cars need to be parked
so that people with wheelchairs or prams can get past on the
pavement.”
If you want to make sure your voice is heard by the committee
contact Julia for details of what to do.

A “Walking Bus” helps
children to walk to school.

Zig-zag lines show
where parking is
not allowed.

As always, Julia and Elliot wish all our residents a very happy and peaceful
Christmas. Special thanks to those who help us deliver Focus all year round. We

couldn’t do it without you.

Carols in the Park
Friends of Newham

Grange Park are holding
their annual event on

Sunday 13th Dec at 2pm.
Everyone’s welcome to
join them in the park.

SNIPPETS
Yet again the belisha beacons on Elm Tree Avenue have been
reported as not working….lighting in Newham Grange Park
was reported as not working at night, then reported as being on
during the day….the new bus shelter on Elm Tree Avenue
should hopefully be installed in next few weeks….damaged
bollards at Bishopton Road West / Barlborough Avenue
reported and renewed….overgrown vegetation cut back at
Green Lane….various street lights reported as faulty….graffiti on garages at
Madison Square to be removed….state of carriageway at Marwood Square
reported for inspection….

Christmas bin collections: There will be collections as normal on Thurs 24th & 31st Dec.
Real Christmas trees should be put out with normal waste on Thurs 7th January.

A dog is for life, not just for Christmas
 There have been several reports on social media recently about lost/found dogs
in the area. Stockton Council’s Animal Welfare Team say
“Under the Microchipping of Dogs (England) Regulations 2015 – it will be
compulsory for all dogs over the age of 8 weeks in England to be fitted with
microchips from 6 April 2016.
Dogs will need to be microchipped and registered with their keepers’ contact
details. All keepers, including breeders, must keep these details up to date.
Once the new rules come into effect, if a dog without a microchip comes to the attention of the authorities, its keeper
may be served with a notice requiring the dog to be microchipped, and may face criminal prosecution and a £500 fine
if they do not comply with the notice.
The Animal Welfare Service provide a free microchipping surgery  every other Thursday via appointment between
9am-12pm at our offices at 16 Church Road. Appointment slots every 15 minutes can be booked by ringing 526575.
We also provide microchipping for cats at cost, currently £5.
Lost/found dogs should be reported to Animal Welfare on 01642 526575 (office hours) or 01642 618946 (out of
office hours)



LISTENING TO YOUNG PEOPLE
At a recent event for young people organised by Julia the comment was made that politicians need to
start listening to young people and solving the problems that worry them, otherwise the young people are
going to feel even more left out than they do at the moment.

Julia’s working hard as a councillor to get things done that residents of all ages have
approached her about, and she’ll continue to do that.

She’s delighted that after years of campaigning by Liberal
Democrats the right of 16 and 17 year olds to have a say in the
future of their country is being recognised.  Despite opposition
from Conservatives the House of Lords voted to grant a vote in
the European referendum to 16 and 17 year olds.  This follows their being able
to vote in the Scottish Independence referendum, so Lib Dems will be pressing
for that to be extended to all elections in the future.  As Tim Farron, leader of the
Liberal Democrats says: “The government accepts that at 16 you are mature
enough to join the armed forces, get married and pay tax and they should now
give those people the right to vote.”

If you’d like to join the campaign to get votes for 16 and 17 year olds, or to
know more about the European Union and how it affects young people get in
touch with Julia.  If you want to know more about what the Liberal Democrat

Youth branch does you can look at http://www.liberalyouth.org/issues.

PLANNING
Tithebarn Fields Planning Appeal

As reported in Focus 237, a planning application to build 340 houses on
Tithebarn Fields was refused by the council’s Planning Committee. The
applicant has now appealed to the Planning Inspectorate and the case will be
heard by the Planning Inspector in an anticipated 4 day hearing starting on 8th

March 2016. As always, we’ll keep you informed of developments.

Sainsbury’s Planning Appeal
As previously reported, Sainsbury’s at Whitehouse Farm have appealed to the Planning Inspectorate to

allow extended opening hours of the petrol filling station. Julia says “A decision is still awaited but
I’m disappointed to see that despite a letter from the Labour councillor for the ward stating “you
can be assured that I will be writing to the Inspector stating quite clearly that this appeal should
not be allowed”, no comments appear to have been made by her. You can view all comments at:
http://tinyurl.com/qdy6rks”. Once again, fine words from Labour but the action is left up to
the Liberal Democrats.

SAINSBURY UPDATE from Julia
There are other issues with Sainsbury’s apart from the petrol station and I’ve met with the manager of the store to
discuss several matters of concern to local residents.

I’ve written to those of you who look out onto the hedge on Barlborough Avenue and have fed your comments back
to the store. Other issues are ongoing and I will of course report back as things happen.

A WORD OF WARNING
We know how hard it can be not to give in to the pleas of our children for the latest
gadgets and toys. This year the craze is for a “hoverboard” or “Segway”. These are
not permitted for use on public footpaths or roads. They can only legally be used on
private land so before you spend hundreds of pounds on this latest fad that may then
end up being seized by police, get the facts at: http://tinyurl.com/pmkdksp
For those of you lucky enough to get a new bike for Christmas Julia has asked for a
free bike marking event at Medina House from 6-7pm on 6th January. If you do
have the misfortune to have your bike stolen the police security markings make it
much more likely you’ll get it back.

Make sure you stay safe on your bike with a helmet, working lights and high
visibility clothing and use a good lock when leaving your bike even for a few
minutes.

Melksham/Markham Square
Environmental improvements

Julia is working with local residents to
support their concerns about the plans
submitted by Thirteen Group and
Groundwork North East. She is trying to
discover just where these proposals came
from and will attend any meetings to discuss
the issue so please do let her know your
thoughts.

Affordable Loans, Savings
Accounts and More

They’re all on offer at our local Community
Bank, Tees Credit Union.  It doesn’t
work quite like the High St banks but it
understands the needs of ordinary
people and there are no “fat cats” at the
top of it.  You can find out more from their website:
www.teescreditunion.co.uk or by ringing them on 01642
941911 or call in at Stratford House, 11-12 Ramsgate in
Stockton.  They can help with advice on budgeting as
well, which might be helpful in the run up to Christmas.

BE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR THIS WINTER
As the weather gets colder and the forecasters promise us snow,ice, gales or floods (or
any combination of them) please keep an eye on neighbours who might be vulnerable.
A knock on the door to check if they need something bringing in when you go
shopping; offering to put the bin out on an icy morning; perhaps an extra portion of
home cooked dinner once in a while?  Little things that can make a big difference.

If you want advice on saving energy and keeping warm for yourself or someone else
you can ask the Stockton District Advice & Information service on  01642 633877 or
the Five Lamps Organisation on 01642 704142.


