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Bishopsgarth & Elm Tree

After nearly 30 years of service as a Councillor for
first Elm Tree, and then Bishopsgarth too, Suzanne
feels it is time to hand over the reins to someone
younger.  She says “It has been an enormous
privilege to have been able to serve the
communities of Bishopsgarth and Elm
Tree, and I have loved
working with so many of
you.  However I now want
to retire, and am pleased
that I can do so knowing
that not only am I leaving
matters in the capable
hands of Julia, but that
Elliot Kennedy is willing
to stand for election to
succeed me.
Please do give them the support that they need to
be able to do this”.

TWO MISSED CHANCES TO SPEND YOUR MONEY BETTER
Your Council Tax from 1st April will be the same as you now pay, (thanks to a Coalition Government
subsidy), but Stockton Council, run by Labour and Conservatives, has to make savings.  Playing our part in
this, we suggested two changes to the budget.  These were both defeated by the other parties..

We wanted money to keep youth clubs like Elm Tree, earmarked for closure open for a few months to
give local people a chance to find other ways of funding local activities for local youth.  Otherwise, money spent
already on good equipment for young people to use and enjoy there will go to waste.  We found that
the same department was sitting on a reserve just in case any schools failed, while telling us that all our schools
are wonderful!  The council had other emergency money - in these difficult times we can’t sit on money “just
in case”!

We also called for an early review of councillors’ allowances, last reviewed in 2008-09 before the
precarious state of the economy was known.  When as councillors we are telling staff that their jobs may
disappear and the public that we are cutting services, it is only right that we should be seen to be
reconsidering what pay we have voted to ourselves.”
The other parties say they care about people but not enough to make these two

changes - shame on them!

Elliot Kennedy has been selected by local Liberal
Democrats to stand for election to replace
Suzanne, who is standing down at this election.
Elliot has a background in voluntary
and community work, and some of you may know
him from his work with North Tees Hospital

Radio. He is known by
many for his hard work,
trustworthiness and
commitment to the
community.  He says “it
is a great privilege to be
chosen to stand in
Bishopsgarth & Elm
Tree as the Liberal
Democrat candidate, and
I look forward to being

given the opportunity to continue the team work,
working with Julia to serve people here.

IT’S GOODBYE FROM HER AND IT’S HELLO FROM HIM

JULIA SAYS: “Suzanne has decided that it is time to retire from life as a Councillor, and although we
have achieved a great deal, working together as a good team, I look forward to being able to continue the
team work with Elliot Kennedy.  I have known Elliot for over 30 years, and know that we will still have
Suzanne’s support  and he will give the commitment and work that is needed to for us to continue serving the
people of Bishopsgarth & Elm Tree as a new team.”

Stronger together, poorer apart



Liberal Democrats still working for you

MEMBER OF EUROPEAN
PARLIAMENT

Fiona Hall MEP
Fiona@fionahallmep.co.uk
0191 383 0119
www.fionahall.org.uk

CONTACT US BY
Post: - Julia Cherrett, 12, Holywell Green,
Eaglescliffe, TS16 9HH Phone - 785473
e-mail: julia.cherrett@stockton.gov.uk
or Suzanne Fletcher, 3, Hoylake Way,
Eaglescliffe, Stockton on Tees, TS16 9EU Phone
787652, e-mail: suzanne.fletcher@stockton.gov.uk
or - FREEPOST, NEA 765, STOCKTON-ON-TEES,
TS16 9BR ( no need for a stamp)

Or visit us at our ward surgeries at Elm Tree
Community Centre:
Tuesday 12th April 6.00pm - 7.00pm Or
Bishopsgarth School (with local Police)
Before Bishopsgarth Association of
Residents meeting at 6.30 p.m - all welcome.
Monday 4th April 6pm - 6.30pm

SAVE OUR CHEQUE CAMPAIGN.
Elliot Kennedy is campaigning to “Save the Cheque” after learning that the
Payments Council has decided to abolish cheques by 2018, saving banks Billions.
Liberal Democrats locally and nationally want to “Save the Cheque” as it is needed
by many including small businesses and charities and those who do not or cannot
use credit cards or internet banking.
Elliot says “ I need to use cheques many times in everyday life, whether it is paying
bills or sending a present to a relative.  It might be inconvenient for the big banks,
but it is the effect on individuals that matters”.Elliot, Julia and Suzanne are

collecting names on a petition.  Get in touch if you would like one.

PUFFIN NEEDED
After learning that there will no longer be our
much valued school crossing patrol lady on
Elm Tree Avenue, Julia has asked for the
Zebra crossing to be upgraded to a Puffin
crossing.  This means that there would be
lights to stop the traffic, making it safer for
people to cross the road there at all times of
day.
To make the case to the
Council for a Puffin
crossing, Julia has a
petition for people to sign.
For a safer crossing, please
sign, and let us know if you
want a petition, or you
want to sign it.

CLEAN UP THE CABINET!
Local residents were cross enough when the first Vodafone
mast went up in Darlington
Lane.  Even more when there
was an application to replace it –
and even worse when Vodafone
put in a faulty planning
application meaning YOUR
money had to be spent on re-
consulting people.
Elliot is angry that the cabinet
next to the mast is covered in graffiti and looks scruffy.   He
says “this is adding insult to injury.  I’ve contacted Vodafone
telling them they must clean the cabinet up and keep it looking
respectable in this lovely residential area.  I’ve also noticed
there are now no spring bulbs coming up near the mast, and
have asked them to pay for replacements”

SNIPPETS:
Lots of overgrown shrubbery and trees reported
including Darlington Back Lane / Poppy Lane,
rear of Dunelm Road, Maplin View and also
Sainsbury’s at Barrington Avenue.
All footpaths in ward to be inspected in next few
weeks for defects. Rubbish and graffiti at Elm
Tree Shops reported. Street light at Linton
Close should be installed soon.

ESTATE WALKABOUT
The Tristar estate walkabout is on Tuesday
12th April starting at 10.00am at Medina
House. Tristar staff, Care For Your Area and
local police together with Julia and Suzanne
will be out looking for any problems. Look out
for us on the day, meet us at Medina  House or
get in touch beforehand if there’s anything you
want us to look at


