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WORKING WITH YOU, WORKING FOR YOU!   FOCUS - THE ORIGINAL AND BEST. NOW IN ITS 38th YEAR

News from your local Lib Dem team
Julia Cherrett and David Minchella https://www.facebook.com/BETwardnews/

CONTACTING YOUR LIB DEM
TEAM

During the lead-up to local elections
councillors are not allowed to hold
ward surgeries  but you can continue
to contact Julia on 01642 785473 or
e-mail Julia.cherrett@stockton.gov.uk

You can contact David Minchella on
07835 981341 or email:
davidminchellaLD@gmail.com

They will arrange to meet with anyone who
needs to discuss an issue with them.

It’s Lib Dem or
Labour here:

Council elections here in
Bishopsgarth and Elm Tree are
always between the Lib Dems
and Labour.  No-one else ever
comes close.

Local people
know that the

only way to beat
Labour here is to

back the hard-
working Lib Dem

team of David
and Julia.
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DON’T MISS YOUR CHANCE
Don’t forget that if for any
reason you can’t get to a

polling station on 2nd May you
can apply for a postal vote.
Deadline for applications is

5pm on Monday 15th April.
Download an application form
at:
https://www.stockton.gov.uk/st
ockton-council/elections-and-
voting/how-do-i-vote/
or telephone Electoral
Registration Office on 01642
526196

Summer is coming!  Green waste collections
restart on the first recycling day after 1st
April.  AND, years after Lib Dems first asked
for it there will be an extra collection in
November for autumn leaves & prunings!

Speaking to people on the doorsteps recently a lot of people
have mentioned the tensions caused between neighbours by
“inconsiderate parking”. Parking in turning spaces, opposite
driveways etc are just some of the issues that cause concern.
These can all be avoided just by taking a quick look around
when you park your car. If someone wants to get on or off their
drive are you making it difficult for them? YOU SAY

“you are always out
and about on the ward
Julia, it's a shame that
you are the only elected
councillor to care” SH

“I’m voting for the
party that got the
motorbike inhibitors
installed at Spenborough
Road – that’s the Liberal
Democrats, not the Labour
party that’s trying to claim
the credit”  PM

“Totally put off by
politics but credit
where credit is due,
you work really hard
for the people in
your ward”  PT

“The Labour leaflet
was an absolute
disgrace… not so
much a political
update, definitely
more of a character
assassination.” RT

Just a few recent
comments from

residents
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What on Earth is happening with Brexit?
Going round the ward talking with residents several people have
said they don’t understand what’s going on.  Why, nearly 3 years
since the vote are they still arguing in Parliament?  Your Lib Dem team have put

together a few facts to try to explain:

1. Before the referendum no-one worked out exactly what leaving the EU meant so the ballot
paper didn’t give any detail.  Once the vote was counted the detail had to be worked out.

2. Leaving the EU could happen while still staying in some European organisations but Mrs May
decided to leave them too, making it harder to arrange to have some of the isotopes needed for
radiotherapy, harder for security services to share information etc.

3. The Conservatives haven’t been able to agree on what they want, with some saying it’s OK to
leave without any agreement and others wanting a variety of different agreements.

4. As a result, Parliament has only just had a vote on  the agreement Mrs May negotiated and has
said No, it’s not a good agreement. At the time of writing there’s no clear path forward.

5. Liberal Democrats have consistently said that once the terms of the agreement were known
people should have a final say on whether that is what they want, or whether, with hindsight,
they’d prefer to stay in the EU.  We believe that is a sign of a mature democracy - that we can
change our minds.  After all, we have that opportunity every 4 years in voting for our councillors!

A MESSAGE FROM DAVID MINCHELLA
I feel hugely privileged to be selected with Cllr Julia Cherrett to be part of the Liberal
Democrat team for Bishopsgarth and Elm Tree. I am a mental health practitioner and
support those with a number of difficulties. My career has
centred around helping others and that is fundamental to why I
want to be one of your Councillors. I know how much has been
done by the Liberal Democrats as far back as 1981 and I know
that residents expect their Liberal Democrat councillors to be
hardworking and I will continue that tradition. Residents have
told me many times that they don’t appreciate councillors who
are never there.  I, along with Julia, will be busy within the
ward just as we are now.
I have worked alongside Julia as part of the Liberal Democrat
team for some time now, helping on litter picks, working with
Julia on issues raised by residents, reporting problems and
supporting the Christmas and Easter appeals.  I promise that if
elected to Stockton Borough Council I will continue to work for
you, the residents of Bishopsgarth and Elm Tree and ensure
that you are given your deserved representation on the council.

A MESSAGE FROM JULIA CHERRETT
On May 2nd you have the chance to vote for the two
people you want to represent you on Stockton Council.
I was first elected as one of your ward councillors in
2005, along with Suzanne Fletcher. You re-elected us as
your Liberal Democrat team in 2007.  In 2011, following
Suzanne’s retirement you again showed your faith in
me by electing me along with Elliot Kennedy. So, since
it was first created after boundary changes ten years
ago Bishopsgarth and Elm Tree Ward had two Liberal
Democrat councillors who worked together alongside
local residents for the benefit of local people.
In 2015 you elected me and a Labour councillor. I was
disappointed but prepared to work alongside her for
the benefit of you, our residents. Unfortunately, soon
after the election your Labour councillor wrote to me
saying that she did not want to attend any meetings or
walkabouts with me.
Now,  that councillor is walking away from you.

You deserve better. You deserve 2 hard working Liberal Democrat councillors who are
committed to working with you and for you.  That’s why you should vote for me, with a 14

year proven commitment to the area and why I need you to vote for a 2nd  hard working Liberal
Democrat Councillor, David Minchella.

YOUR COUNCIL TAX
Tory government cuts to councils mean that every year hard choices have to be
made about local services.  Julia is as worried as you about hard-pressed local
people having to pay more tax.  But she also knows that residents need

services like social care, street cleaning, pothole repairs etc.

In past years Liberal Democrats have proposed sensible savings such as reductions in Cabinet
posts and hospitality at council events, often derided by Labour and Tory alike.  This year the
Conservatives on Stockton Council made a last minute proposal to save money on SIRF and
management  to spend on youth services and enforcement.  No indication of how the money
could be saved when arrangements are already well underway for the biggest street festival in
Europe. No recognition of how many visitors it brings to the area and what they spend here.
Nor of the free entertainment it provides to hard pressed families in the Borough. Just a “rabbit
out of a hat” amount.  Similarly for management costs - who would be redundant? Julia would
love to be able to spend more on youth services and enforcement, but without any detail of
where the money would come from she could not support a half-baked scheme. Liberal
Democrats are committed to funding local services properly, unlike the Conservative party
which cuts local funding year after year.

Julia promised in 2015 to keep in touch all
the year round, and she did - over 20 issues
of Focus so far.

Stockton Deserves Better - You Deserve Liberal Democrat Councillors

The Hard Working
Liberal Democrats

You Deserve


