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SAINSBURY’S  PETROL STATION - AGAIN....... As reported in Focus
233,234, 235 and 236, Sainsbury’s at Whitehouse Farm have been granted planning permission to build
the controversial petrol filling station. The Labour dominated Planning Committee overruled the objections
of local residents who did not want the development. Julia and Elliot spoke in support of the residents and
managed to gain the concession that the filling station would only be open at the same hours as the store
and not from 6am - 11pm as originally requested.

However, before work even started, Sainsbury’s submitted a further planning application,once again
requesting the opening hours of 6am - 11pm, Monday - Saturday and 8am - 8pm on Sundays with
deliveries taking place between 6am and 11pm. We think this shows a total disregard for people living
nearby who will have hardly any rest from traffic noise. The application is currently being considered by
Stockton Council and Julia and Elliot have once again objected.

All comments made about this application (and the original one) can be viewed online via the council
website. So it was interesting to read the comment from the Labour Parliamentary candidate for Stockton
South who says “as I said when I objected to the original application....” We’ve checked the facts and no
such objection was made to the original application.

It was your Liberal Democrat Councillors, Julia Cherrett and Elliot  Kennedy who
objected to the application and who attended the planning committee to speak on your
behalf.  Beware candidates who try to rewrite history!

Proposed Housing Developments:
As reported in Focus 229 and 235, the council had proposed building
houses at the rear of Linton Close, on the playing field at Darlington
Back Lane. This plan is now being reviewed and so it is now not
planned to go ahead with this development.

There was also an application to build 340 houses at Tithebarn Fields,
near to Bishopsgarth School. Julia and Elliot both objected to this

application and at the planning committee meeting in December 2014 members agreed and refused
the application. This does not mean that the land will never be built on in the future but that any
future development will need to be part of a co-ordinated approach to the whole area.

Contact us by:
Julia and Elliot, FREEPOST RTKC - SZXR - USHY, Liberal Democrats, 12 Holywell Green,
Eaglescliffe, Stockton on Tees, TS16 9HH  (no need for a stamp)
BUT if you write to us please make sure you include your contact details otherwise we
can’t respond to you.

You can of course contact us at our regular ward surgeries as follows:
Thursday 5th March 6.00pm - 6.30pm at Bishopsgarth School
Tuesday 10th March 6.00pm - 7.00pm at Elm Tree Community Centre.
OR email: julia.cherrett@stockton.gov.uk or Elliot.kennedy@stockton.gov.uk (phone numbers
overleaf)

You can also keep in touch in between our regular Focus newsletters by signing up to our “e-
news” which is sent to your e-mail address keeping you up to date with  roadworks and other
items of interest. They are sent “blind” so that no-one else can see your e-mail address and
don’t have attachments to fill up your inbox. If you’re not already signed up then send an e-mail
to betwardnews@gmail.com  including your name and address so that we can make sure you
get the most relevant updates. You can unsubscribe at any time.
You can also follow us on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/BETwardnews

SNIPPETS:damaged street
sign at Welland Crescent
reported... footpath from
Darlington Back Lane /
Sorrel Close through to Elm
Tree to be repaired after a
resident complained...clearer
signage at Mitford Crescent /
Bothal Walk requested to
make life easier for delivery
people...

FOCUS is paid for by your
local Liberal Democrat
Councillors and delivered by
volunteers to every home in the
ward. If you can spare 10 - 15
minutes every other month to
help to deliver this valued
newsletter please get in touch

       with one of us.
If you’d like to make a donation to help with our
costs, please send cheques made payable to Stockton
Liberal Democrat Group at Freepost address above.

DREW DURNING FOR STOCKTON SOUTH
Elliot and Julia are delighted that local businessman, Drew Durning, has been selected as
Liberal Democrat Parliamentary Candidate for Stockton South.

Drew has worked in marketing for many years in
both national and international businesses. He lives
and works in the Stockton South constituency
where he runs a business selling organic products.

Drew is passionate about Lib Dem values and
policies and the benefits they offer for the people
of Stockton South.  He says, “Most people want
a fairer society, a stronger economy, a greener
world and opportunity for everyone. That is
what the Lib Dems have delivered in
government and what they promise for the next
five years and beyond”.

WORKING WITH YOU, WORKING FOR YOU! FOCUS - THE ORIGINAL AND BEST.  NOW IN ITS 34TH YEAR



10 GOOD REASONS TO VOTE FOR US ON MAY 7TH
In May you will be asked to vote for a new council in Stockton. Who will you vote for?

1. Many parties will claim they speak for you in this Ward, but for over 30 years, only the Liberal
Democrats have actually spoken out on your behalf.

2. It’s your Liberal Democrat councillors who worked with the local Residents groups.

3. It’s your Liberal Democrat Councillors who worked with the Elm Tree Community Centre  to support
the award winning Project X providing a safe place for young people to skateboard,  use their scooters
and BMX bikes.

4. It’s your Liberal Democrat councillors who worked with the Residents Group to provide the
Bishopsgarth play park, contributing over £18,000 from our ward budget towards the full costs.

5. It’s your Liberal Democrat councillors who fund Focus and with the help of the residents deliver local
news every other month to every home in the ward.

6. Between now and the Election, strangers will knock on your door asking for you support and making
promises. Over the last 10 years since the formation of Bishopsgarth and Elm Tree Ward, where have
they been? Ask them what have they done to support the community you live in? They will tell you
that the Party they support will improve your area.   Again ask what they have done for you area.

7. Your local Liberal Democrat councillors have been there for you. We have answered your calls night
and day for our help and support. Julia and Elliot will continue to work tirelessly on your behalf when
re-elected.

8. If a council is made up of one ruling party, who is there to speak out on your behalf?

9. A council with one controlling party is not good, they can choose to do what they want with no
opposition.  What say do you have? How do you question them?

10. Your Liberal Democrat councillors will continue to speak out in council meetings.  We will continue to
act on your behalf, to improve our ward for everyone.

So - on May 7th do the right thing and vote once again for Julia Cherrett and
Elliot Kennedy to continue their record of standing up for you, alongside you.

STREET LIGHTING
PROBLEMS:
Back in 2014 Stockton Council
decided to take back “in house” the
repair of street lights. Since then
we’ve seen it take months to get a
simple repair carried out. During the
darker, winter weather this is not
good enough and we will be

pushing for an
improvement.

If you want to report a
faulty light please let
one of us know. We
need the reference
number on the column
and will be keeping
track of just how long
repairs take.

ELM TREE ESTATE PARKING
PROBLEMS:

Over the years a common complaint from residents of
Elm Tree Estate is the lack of parking
spaces particularly around Lauder /
Lowick Close areas. We have identified
some areas where parking spaces could be
put in and have informally consulted
residents for their views. We are
contributing £18,000 from our ward
budget and, together with further funding
from Thirteen Group are hoping to have
the work done in the next few months. A
planning application needs to be
submitted and affected residents will be
written to by the council so that you can see the final
proposals and have your say before any final decisions
are made.

DON’T LOSE YOUR RIGHT TO VOTE:

There are both local and national elections on
Thursday May 7th 2015.

Recent changes to voter registration rules mean that
some people needed to provide further information to
the council to keep the right to vote. If you’re one of
those people and haven’t responded then you may
not be able to vote in the coming elections. Also, if
you’ve recently changed your address, make sure
that electoral services are aware of your new details.

You can register on line at www.gov.uk/register-to-
vote or ring the electoral helpline on 01642 526196.
You will need to provide your date of birth and
national insurance number. The deadline for

registration is Monday 20th
April.

If you’re going to be away on
May 7th or for any other
reason may not be able to
attend the polling station you
can apply for a postal vote by
calling the same number, no

later than 5pm on Tuesday 21st April.

ESTATE WALKABOUTS:
We’ll be out and about as follows over
coming weeks looking for any problems.
Do look out for us on the day or get in
touch in advance if there’s something you
want us to look at::

Elm Tree Estate: Wednesday 18th Feb
starting 10.00am at Medina House

Bishopsgarth Estate: Monday 23rd Feb
starting at 5 Alls Car Park 1pm
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Julia M Cherrett

Elliot Kennedy
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