
News from Billingham Town Council

First of all, a belated thank-you for electing me to the Town Council
with such a large number of votes.

Billingham Town Council is made up of 1 Liberal Democrat (myself), 5
Independents and 9 Labour members.

However, as I had hoped, party politics have not come into play and
all parties are working together for the good of the town.
Since last May the Town Council has been largely concerned with
organising itself as an efficient unit to work for Billingham. Since
September we have had a very experienced clerk operating from an

office in Chapel Road Business Centre, telephone 551171.

The council meets every third Tuesday in the month, normally from 7pm in the former
Billingham Urban District Council chamber in the town centre. All meetings are open to the
public and 15 minutes are set aside at the beginning for questions from residents.

Various ideas have been put forward, both from within the council and from people who
attended our Christmas event in Boyes store, as to which issues need to be addressed in
Billingham.

And more ideas are welcome. Please do not hesitate to contact me on 531647, or the clerk
Dianne Rickaby. We look forward to hearing from you.

Colin Pollard

Editor: Town Councillor Colin Pollard  531647
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Building Schools for the Future
Firm proposals are now being put to Stockton Council’s cabinet.  The main recommendations are;
 Refurbishment of Northfield
 Move St Michael’s onto the Campus site
 Replace the Campus school with an Academy

There’s going to be another consultation on this, so watch out for how to make your views known.
Colin will be working with Liberal Democrats on Stockton Council to try to get the best deal for the
children of Billingham.
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YOU
Did you know that the Liberal Democrats get very little support from trades unions or
big business?  We rely on ordinary people like you.
If you want to help the local Liberal Democrats in Billingham send this slip to Colin
Pollard, Stockton Liberal Democrats, Freepost NEA765 (no stamp needed).
I can help the local Liberal Democrats by
Joining the Liberal Democrats. I enclose  £9
Delivering FOCUS in a street near me
Making a donation
Name
Address
Tel Number                    E-mail

ANYONE CAN JOIN -

More Nuclear Power?
Fiona Hall MEP, Liberal Democrat
Energy Spokesperson in Europe,
has  backed  scientists and
academics  who have come out
against Government plans for new nuclear
power stations.  One of the new nuclear
plants  is at the site of the existing
reactor in Hartlepool.
The Government was criticised heavily
last week by an expert panel of scientists including some of
its own advisers. They accused the Government of being
biased in its approach to the consultations.
The panel warned that vital questions surrounding the risks
from radiation, the disposal of radioactive waste, and the
vulnerability of new power plants to terrorist attacks all
remained unanswered.

Criticising the Government’s approach, Fiona Hall MEP
said:
This  alarm call comes from distinguished experts who
should be listened to.
Not only are vital questions not being addressed, but the
Government’s reasoning for going down the nuclear road is
misguided.
Although nuclear power is a low-carbon source of
electricity, it will not significantly lower this country’s carbon
emissions within the necessary time and it will steal
resources from genuinely sustainable energy projects.
 It is not possible to have these new nuclear reactors
running by 2020. Yet to avoid the worst  of global
warming  we have to  slash our carbon emissions  well
before then.

Anhydrite Mines
The Tees Valley authorities have concluded
that the anhydrite mines are not the right
place to store waste of any kind generated
in the Tees Valley.  It is much better to
extract useful material and re-use it.
However, this does not stop outside
companies applying for permission to dump
in the mines.
Stockton Liberal Democrats will remain
vigilant on behalf of all the residents of
Billingham.

Fire Service Cuts
The Labour Government has cut the amount
of money which Cleveland Fire Authority
gets to do its work.  It says that, under a new
way of working out needs, Cleveland isn’t
deprived enough or dangerous enough to
warrant the amounts it had in the past.

Residents of Billingham know just how many
dangerous sites are on our doorsteps.  We
also know how many tankers and lorries of
dangerous chemicals travel along our roads.
Liberal Democrat councillors on Stockton
Borough Council have spoken up for the
people of Billingham and put a motion to the
Borough council supporting the
Fire Brigade’s need for more
money.
The motion was passed
unanimously.

Liberal Democrats Working With You, For You


